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between 1833'and 1862, led to a great increase in
infanticide and abortion, and was a direct encourage-
ment to crime and immorality. In 1897 the Conseil
General of the Seine sought to replace the prevailing
neglect of this matter by the adoption of more
enlightened ideas and founded a bureau secret
d'admission for pregnant women. Since this both
the abandonment of infants and infanticide have
greatly diminished, though they are increasing in
those parts of France which possess no facilities of
this kind. It is actually held that the State should
unify the arrangements for assuring secret maternity,
and should, in its own interests, undertake the
expense. In 1904 French law insured protection
of unmarried mothers by guaranteeing their secret
maternities, but it failed to organise the general
establishment of secret maternities, and has left
doctors the pioneering part in this great and
humane public work (A. Maillard-Brune, Refuges,
MaterniteSy Bureaux d'admission Secrets, comme
Moyens Preservatives de VInfanticide, Th^se de Paris,
1908). It is not among the least benefits of the
falling birth-rate that it has helped to stimulate this
beneficent movement."

Even stronger measures are contemplated in
Germany as the result of the war.

This question of unmarried motherhood is of
course closely connected with the question of the
attitude of modern society towards female un-
chastity. Generally spealdng, unchaste women who
have been detected as such are social and legal
outlaws unless they are rich, titled, or famous, in
which case they can command the services of